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Mineral Hardness and Cleavage

Cubic Octahedral Dodecahedral

Rhombohedral Basal
Prismatic

60o/120o
90o/90o

(3 cleavages at right angles;
e.g. halite)

(4 cleavages, 8 sides; e.g.
fluorite)

(6 cleavages, 12 sides; e.g.
fluorite)

(3 cleavages not at right angles; e.g.
carcite, dolomite) (2 cleavages of many

possible angles; e.g. pyroxene, amphibole, 
feldspar)

(1 cleavage; e.g. biotite,
muscovite)


