
HARDER
THAN
GLASS

Black, shiny
crystals

Red garnet;
pale-green
pyroxene

Many
translucent
pale colors

Many dark, dull,
opaque colors;

massive

Amphibole/
plagioclase

in equi-
dimensional

masses

Garnet

Fused
quartz
grains

Dense,
compact

conchoidal
fracture

Quartz, kyanite,
mica may be

present

Reacts with
dilute

Hydrochloric
acid

SOFTER
THAN
GLASS

Does NOT react
 with dilute

Hydrochloric
acid

Reacts
without

powdering

Must be
powdered

Softer than
fingernail

Harder than
fingernail

Chlorite;
epidote 

actinolite

Greasy feel;
green, yellow,

black

Slippery feel;
mostly talc

GREEN-
STONE

SERPEN-
TINITE

SOAPSTONE

Dolomitic
MARBLE

Limestone
MARBLE

HORNFELS

QUARTZITE

ECLOGITE

AMPHIBOLITE
1

2

3
4

1  Amphibolite is usually foliated, but some specimens may appear granular.

2  May be weakly foliated.

3  Greenstone is usually well foliated, but massive varieties exist.

4  Epidote is pale green.  Often it is finely disseminated in the rock so individual crystals cannot be seen.  Look for pale-
      green patches within the darker green chlorite.

GRANULAR METAMORPHIC IDENTIFICATION KEY


