
CB

DT

CV

PF

PP

SR

MV

GNP ST

Northern
Great Plains

Northern
Rocky

Mountains

Columbia
Plateau

Basin
and

Range

Si
er

ra
 N

ev
ad

a 
M

tn
s.

Ca
sc

ad
e 

M
tn

s.

Ce
nt

ra
l C

oa
st

 R
an

ge
s

Los Angeles
Basin

Transverse
Ranges

Mojave
Desert

Death
Valley

San Gabriel Mtns

San Bernadino
Mtns

No
rth

er
n 

Co
as

t R
an

ge
s

Basin
and

Range

D
ela

w
ar

e

M
id

la
nd

Cen
tr a

l B
as

in
 P

lat
fo

rm

Ri
o 

Gr
an

de
 R

ift
 V

al
ley

Raton
Basin

Denver
Basin

H
IG

H
 P

LA
IN

S

S o
u t

he
rn

San Juan
Mtns

Uinta
Basin

Green River
Basin

Wind River
Basin

Powder
River
Basin Black

Hills

Uinta       Mtns

W
as

at
ch

 M
tn

s.

Pe
co

s 
V

al
le

y

Co
lo

ra
do

 P
ed

i m
en

t

Gang Plank

San Juan
Basin

Big
Horn
Basin

Colorado
Plateau

Ro
ck

ies

Edge of W
illiston B asin

Peninsular
Ranges

Franciscan
Group TV Snake River Volcanic Field

Black
Mesa
Basin

D
ef

ia
nc

e

Zu
ni

Paradox
Basin

Sandia

San
Andreas

Sangre de
Cristo

Sawatch

Front

Pa
rk

Laramie

Medicine
Bow

Sierra
Madre

Laramie
B.

Rock
Springs

Anadarko

Amarillo

Ridge Basin

Klamath

Mescelaro
Escarpment

Tetons

Gros Ventre

W
ind Rivers

Owl Creek

B

ear Tooths

Absa
ro

ka

Bitterroot Valley

Big Hole
 Valley

Sapphire Block

Pioneer BlockIdaho
Batholith

Rocky Mt. Trench

SELECTED BASINS AND RANGES OF THE WESTERN U.S.
(These tectonic features range from Late Paleozoic to Recent, were not all active at the same time, 

and are not all completely exposed and visible in modern landscapes.  As with any natural 
phenomena, this is a fractal problem in that there are few natural size cutoffs to decide what 

should be included and what exceeded  The selection below is idiosyncratic.)


