Chemical and Biochemical Rock IdenTification Key

Clear to
gray cubic

'

crystals

Scratches
glass

/ \

Softer
than
fingernail

'

Jet Black;
light
weight

/ \

Brown,
organic

'

matter

Reacts

with dilute
HCI

Salty
taste )
Dull luster; : Many colors
: Conchoidal hite. black
dense fracture brown, yellow, >
Iooklng red, etc.
Light weight, Powdery; White
éfgngg? extremely yellowish, +
gritty porous gray
White, gray, Massive, platy,
pink, fiberous, )
brown crystalline
Wipes off
as black )
smudges
Does not wipe Hard, Shiny,
off as black compact, ofen 3
smudges scaley iridescent
Feltlike Very
structure; visible light weight )
plant remains when dry
Broken Porous;
shell ight oy
. white
fragments weight
White, Feels chﬂ'i(érgl' 2 F»
powdery gritty ?ests ’
May be dense, May contain Many colors
dull,compact, fossils or white, tan, gray +
or crystalline other frags. black red. etc.

HALITE
(Rock Salt)

CHERT

DIATO-
MITE

GYPSUM

Bituminous
COAL

Anthracite
COAL

PEAT

COQUINA

CHALK

See
Carbonate
Identification




